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tales from the tee

Adventures

of a

There are no trees
on the driving range.
By Patti Putnicki

Maybe it’'s just me. | go out on the
driving range three, maybe four times
before a round, and all seems right with
the ‘world. While 1 admit all the shots
dre Not l)il‘dir ll'l;l[t‘l‘i;:'tl, at huml hd”‘ mil
toward their targets, land pin-high, and.
in the real world, would elicit from any
golfer that whooping yee-ha! noise that
can be heard six/‘holes away. S0 why
don't these wondeér shots ihl|1|‘lL‘I’I ds Ieu-
l||;|rfj. out on the course?

\ery simple. There are no treés on the
driving range. No water hazards. No out-
{J'{I'}"H .‘rl]l'lLl'.'- |I1111_|~..L'|'h. .\H crrant ‘.'\[ll_lil'rl'lh.
No giant hills, ditches, or cart paths. In
other words, no obstacles.

So why limit vour lessons—or, as |

call them, “coaching sessions —to the

perfect world of the driving range? If

vouve never done it before, | recom-
mend that you rough it with your
tavorite golt guide in a playing lesson on
the course.

Yes, playving lessons are more expen-
sive and |‘:|‘|1|L|h|} Not anmtli‘lil‘lg you
want to invest in every week. But when
combined with vour regular lessons,
I|1r3 can iwip you cope with the stark
realities vou face on the course during
play. My ball, for instance, has a love for
wood, which is why it always lands
L“I“L'L'll‘_'-. behind, to the side of, or, on
occasion, embedded in some tree on the
right side ol the fairway.

\ driving range lesson works to help
vou not hit to the trees. A playing lesson
allows you to practice what to do when

you do hit the ball |1} a tree. Its |i|-¢'

knowing CPR: You hope youll never

have to use it—but it the situation aris-
es, you'll be glad vou have the skill.
In my opinion, the only way to struc-

ture a plaving lesson is to make sure the

pro plays too. You get double benehts.
First, you get a pro you trust helping vou
ol oul of trouble situations and show INg
you actual T.L'L'hl]iqllt‘h that can save vour
score from the dreaded “snowman.
Second, il you play with a pro, you will
also work on your mental game. Heres a
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news flash: The pro will probably be a
much better golfer than you are. You will
plug away for three, maybe four shots to

[ can't say that one playing
lesson solved all of my prob-
lems, but I can say that I no
longer have an anxiety

attack when my ball rolls
behind a tree, sits on a slope,
or is deeply embedded in the
lip of the sand trap.

catch up to his or her drive. You'll also be
able to observe how a person who teach-
es and breathes golf for a living approach-
es various shots—and do it up close and
personal, without having to go to a major
tournament event. Its a real learning
experience.

On a Saturday afternoon, Joey-the-pro
and | set out on the club’s longest course,
mown as The Masters,” for a little
wands-on instruction. Heres what |
carned: If you have a playing lesson with
a club pro, half the club membership will
come running up to watch him play. The
bad news is that a lot of people will be
around when vou hit your ball. The good
news is that, |1unf:5l|j.'. not one person
gives a hoot about how you're hitting the

ball. It's a bittersweet thing, particularly it

vou hit a nice shot.

Joey's hrst drive sailed for miles,
Hli';light down the f‘.iinui}; |;1ndin:;_{ a short
iron's distance from the green. My shot
darted over to the right, into high grass
and a clump of trees. “Joey's Army” went
back to their own business, and we head-
ed off to deal with that second shot, with
absolutely no one behind us and no one
along for the ride.

Joey showed me how to hit one over
the trees—use a 7-wood, put the ball
forward in my stance, and make a slow
and steady swing. Over the tree it went.
Then he showed me how to punch the
ball out: Use a long iron, ball back in the
stance, take the club three quarters
back, and stop the sw INg as soon as vou
make contact. Okay, so [ wasn't so good
at this. But we kept practicing—Ifrom
behind a real tree—until | had it under
control.

My next shot landed in a bunker. |
stop ved and watched as Jnv}"ﬁ ball sailed
safely past the hazard, landing about a
foot from the pin. Then we both hopped

into the sand trap to work on improving
this part of my game.

You gel the idea: A rugulalr lesson is like
using concealer to cover the blemishes. A
playing lesson is a chemical peel. Even

ugly part of your game is exposed. The
goal is to find ways to get you out of the
dilemmas without giving up too many
strokes. You just have to be willing to
stand there with all of your flaws hanging
out. In my case, it was pretty ug_{|}'.

| can't say that one playing lesson
solved all of my problems, but | can say
that | no longer have an anxiety attack

when my ball rolls behind a tree, sits on
a slope, or is deeply embedded in the lip
of the sand trap. | don't always make the
shot, but at least | know what to do.

Although the pertect world of the driv-
ing range is still a sate haven for working
out swing mechanics and experimenta-
tion, the playing lesson is now a big part
ol my pre-tournament routine. I'm p|.'-.1'_~.'-
ing with the pros, baby. And my gamess all
the better for it. TweaL
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You don't have to be a
‘golfer’ to enjoy our
Ladies-Only School.

Call me today to sign up! -

- Barbara Puett

Golf Instructor,
Co-Author of Golf Etiquette

FOR THE BEST WOMEN'S GOLF,
LOOK NO FURTHER.

Barton Creek Resort & Spa offers one
of the most welcome environments in
Texas for women golfers. Choose from
four women-friendly courses, or attend
our Ladies-Only Golf School for women
at all levels. We also boast a full-service
spa, award winning dining and luxurious
accommodations. Call or visit our website
today for golf and spa packages.

www.bartoncreek.com

1.800.336.6158

Home of The Chuck Cook Golf Academy
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